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the 


college took place 


We began with a feasibility study in 1975, which led to the formation of the 


1975-1980 The Foundation is Laid — 


Reminiscences of Rev. DeBolster, President Emeritus (1981-1994) 
taken from an interview with Dennis VanStaalduinen in March 1984 
Somebody came to me in 1975 when | was a pastor in St. Catharines and said, “We 
have our grade schools, we have our high schools, don’t you think that it’s time we 
start thinking about a college in Ontario?” | said | would take it up with my col- 
leagues, and so | called in Rev, Kuntz and Rev, Sikkema. The three of us sat down 
around the kitchen table, and there the first discussions about the possibility of a 


Ontario Christian College Association in 1976, and I was part of that from the 
beginning. The project almost looked like an impossibility, because the government 
had already told us rather clearly that we would not be able to start any kind of a 
university. The Legislature needed to approve our charter and it was a foregone 
conclusion that we wouldn't get our bill through. The Lord brought in that infamous 
Bill 4, which made it law that no new institutions could be formed in Ontario, and that 


existing institutions like the Bible colleges would suddenly become illegal entities 
These other institutions began to complain, and the end result was that we got our foot 
in the door. We did get our charter, and we were able to start. [t was just remarkable 


that suddenly we had a charter 


VITAL ARCHIVES 


Friday, September 16, 1994 


AN INFORMAL HISTORY OF REDEEMER COLLEGE 


A Tremendous Act of Faith 


Reminiscences of President 
Justin Cooper, taken from an 
interview with Alison Gresik in 
September 1994 

During the process of negotiating with 
the government for our charter, around 


October or November of 1980, we had 
to establish a name for the College. 
Our first suggestion was Redeemer 
College, but it turned out that there 
was a Catholic institution somewhere 
in Ontario called Holy Redeemer 
College. What about Redeemer Bible 
College, the government officials 


suggested. That wasn’t satisfactory to 
us, because we were planning to offer a 
curriculum that was different from that 
of other Bible colleges in the province. 
So we came up with Redeemer Christian 
College as an alternative. No, the 
government said, because the term 
Christian can’t be used unless it is further 
defined (e.g. Protestant Christian). So 
they came back with Redeemer Christian 
Reformed College. But we didn’t really 
want to imply that we were a denomina- 
tional college, so Rev. DeBolster coun- 
tered with Redeemer Reformed Christian 


Dr. Cooper 

I was appointed Acting Dean in 1981 to work on Faculty appointments, the academic 
program, and whatever other arrangements needed to be made. In one sense that 
wasn't such a wise appointment, because I was a graduate student. | hadn’t really 
taught full time, I didn’t have my PhD finished, and who was | to be doing these 
things? But on the other hand, I was here in Toronto and showed an ability to take on 
administrative tasks. The others were elsewhere—Wytse Van Dyk and Hugh Cook 
were at Dordt, Theo Plantinga and John Bolt were at Calvin, and so on. 

It was a tremendous act of faith to be a part of this kind of enterprise back in 
1980 and 1981. Just the fact that we were able to hire a faculty of eight very highly 
qualified people who were all available in one year was amazing. I’ve been busy at 
hiring new faculty ever since, and there are often times when there is a professor that 
you're hoping you can attract to Redeemer, but the person may have a three year 
appointment that doesn’t expire for another year, or may be going on sabbatical and 
have to go back for another year. But here we had eight excellent people--the top 
people on our list in each of the different disciplines—and they were all available in 
the same year. That they were willing to sign a contract, when there weren’t any 
students or a building, and all of that, was really an act of faith. 

In my first year at Redeemer, I was half-ime acting Dean and half-time political 
science prof. So I've been at this business of balancing administration and teaching 
right from day one. 


College. 

That’s how we got the name 
Redeemer Reformed Christian Col- 
lege. It’s a wonderful name, but it’s 
not the case that we started out with 
the highly principled idea that we 
should call it a Reformed Christian 
College. We felt that would come out 
in the way we do things. It is appro- 
priate to use a shortened version of 
that--Redeemer College--and only on 
legal documents like diplomas and 
receipts do we need to use the entire 
legal name. 


Dr. Cooper 

The sections of the charter that deal with 
what we can teach are carefully written 
to allow us to teach everything that we 
are teaching legitimately. I know that 
because I helped to write them in such a 
way that they would be broad enough to 
include a Christian liberal arts education. 
The charter says that we have to have 
Bible and theological training, but we 
can also include courses in the humani- 
ties, arts, sciences, and other areas. The 
ambiguity that we traded on was that the 
government read mainly theological 
studies, with perhaps a few electives, and 
we read mainly these other subjects. The 
charter doesn’t say one way or the other, 
and knowing that we were probably each 
reading this section our own way, we 
agreed on this compromise. 


Rev. DeBolster: 

When we started we had nothing. 
We didn’t have facilities, of course, we 
had no students, we had no professors-- 
actually nothing, not even any money. 
Just a charter, that’s all we had. Then in 
December 1980, just around Christmas 
time, it was decided to search for a 
president, and to work towards the 
opening of an institution in September 
1982, which gave us only a year and a 
half. 

Then suddenly things began to fall 
into place. You see what our pioneer 
faculty was at that time--people who 
were willing to give up everything, to 
burn their bridges behind them, and to 
say, “We believe with you in this work 
that needs to be done for the honour and 
glory of God and for the education of our 
young people here in Ontario.” Those 
faculty were ready to come. That stands 
out in my mind as one of the big things 


A brief and 
informal 
chronology 
of Redeemer 
College 


* 1975 - Implementation of a 
feasability committee to assess the 
introduction of a Reformed Christian 
college in Ontario. 


* December 12, 1980 - Bill Pr48, “An 
Act to incoporate Redeemer Re- 
formed Christian College,” becomes 


* 1976 - November 13. Establish- law. 

ment of the Ontario Christian College May 30, 1981 - First annual meet- 
Association (OCCA). ing of Redeemer College. 

aa 

1970s 1980-1 


CROWN 


# September 6 - First Convocation 
attended by 1,700 people. 

* September 7 - The first classes 
officially commence at Beach Boul- 
evard campus. 


Pr 


1982 


Tuition: $3,980 
Housing: $1,800 


* August - College leases Francis 
Road townhouses. 

* December - First issue of Reflec- 
tions published in Calvinist Contact. 


82-83: 97 Full-time 
students 
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To help illustrate the history of 
Redeemer College, the CROWN 
has chosen to reprint samples of 
the various mastheads employed 
since its launch in 1982. Note 
how the design and rendering of 
these mastheads are nuanced to 
help reflect the ethos of the 
student body, the whim of the 
editor or even the skills of its 
designer. Note also, that the 
1990-91 CROWN cycled through 
three different masthead designs. 


Editorial, 


by Alison Gresik 

I’m not very comfortable with writing 
editorials. The concept of expressing my 
opinion about something in every issue is 
a bit frightening. Somehow printing an 
editorial seems to imply that I’m right, 
that I've thought out every possible 
implication of what I'm going to say, and 
that I stand willing to defend it to death. 
That's a pretty tall order. 

But the fact remains that I must 
indeed write twelve editorials, whether | 
like it or not. And while I'm at it, I 
might as well enjoy the opportunity 
instead of being timid. 

Editorials are customarily written in 
an authoritative tone with a bit of 
exhortation thrown in, and maybe a little 
controversy just to make them interest- 
ing. They end with some punchy line 
that makes you want to jump up and 
either do what the editor tells you or 
write her a letter and tell her off a bit 

I don't usually write like that. But 
there's no reason why I can't try. I see it 
as a little like putting on my mother’s old 
dress-up clothes. They may not fit as 
well as my customary attire, but they're 
fun to parade around in for a while. 

This issue is about Redeemer’s 
history. Now, I am not a history major 
I have not taken Historiography. But 
many of you have. In fact, some of you 
even teach it. So, in my temerity, | am 
envisioning that anything I say about the 
importance of history or how we can 
learn from it is going to be either rudi- 
mentary or imbecilic. But I'm going to 
bite the bullet and say it anyway 

I believe in printing this stuff. | 
think it can give us a sense of tradition 
and rootedness, a better awareness of 
how God has shaped this College into 
what it is today, a stronger resolve to 
stay truce to the principles on which the 
College was founded, even a gratitude 
for the hard work and dedication in- 
vested in this grand project by many 
people before our time. | also think it 
makes interesting reading, and I'd print it 
even if you didn’t promise to learn a 
valuable lesson 

On the other hand, I believe history 
can be abused, whether it is used to 
excuse a lack of progress (“We had such 
difficult beginnings; students should be 
thankful for what they have and not ask 
for anything else”) or to dredge up past 
mistakes long after they should have 
been forgiven and forgotten 

We have a responsibility to be good 
stewards of our past. That may mean 
cultivating a little gratitude. It may 
mean giving up that grudge that you've 


Redeemer College 
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held against Administration for some- 
thing that happened back in your first 
year 

I believe it also means being good 
care-takers of our archives, both physical 
and mental. We are entering our thir- 
teenth year of teaching, and already we 
have lost three of our nine original 
faculty and our first president. These 
people have valuable memories and 


stories that need to be recorded in some 
way other than the haphazard account 
that we have put together. There are also 
publications and pictures and computer 
files that need to be preserved. 
Eventually we need someone to 
compile a book on the history of Re- 
deemer College, a complete, permanent, 
high-quality volume that we can keep on 
our shelves and show our children, so 


Editorial Staff: 
Editor: Alison Gresik 
Assistant Editor: Open 
Copy Editor: Val Louter 

Layout Editor: Carl Jagt 

Photo Editor: Jim Krale 

Business Manager: Steve Witteveen 
Advertising Manger. Open 

Body Editors: Open 

Mind Editor: Winston Neutel 

Soul Editor; Open 

Muse Editor; Open 

Muscle Editors: Aaron Harnden and 
Jack Klooster 

Extremities Editor: Scott Zylstra 
Printers; New Concept Printers 


304-1235 


* * * Disclaimer * * * 
Due to the lack of official resources 
documenting the course of events at 
Redeemer College over the past 20 


years, the CROWN warns that 
numerical and/or chronological 
errors may have inadvertently 
surfaced. Apologies for everyone! 


“We'll always have 


Redeemer..." 
Dear Editor, 

In April, with everything rapidly 
coming to an end for another school 
year, Redeemer quickly becomes crazy. 
With all of this going on, I didn’t really 
get a chance to say goodbye to a number 
of people whom I got to be good friends 
with over the past year. Whether we just 
regularly exchanged the traditional, 
“Hey, how’s it going?” or if we came to 
know each other pretty well, I'd like to 
take this chance to say thanks. You guys 
helped make my job interesting, some- 
times even fun (perish the thought), and 
now | have some fond memories of 
Redeemer that I will hold onto for a 
while. 

I will always be thankful for the 
time that I was able to be a part of the 
Redeemer community. I have gained 
many things during this time, but it is the 
friends and the memories that I will 
cherish most. 

In Christ, 
Mark Ronhaar 


that the miracles of God and the faith of 
His followers is not forgotten. I think we 
need to start thinking about that book 
now, before too many things are lost or 
thrown away and the research process 
becomes more difficult. 

There, that wasn't so bad. Now that I 
think of it, I did eventually grow into my 
mother's dress-up clothes. Maybe I'll 
grow into this editorial business too.* 


Advertising rates avalable upon request. 
For more information, contact; 
The CROWN 
c/o Redeemer College 
777 Highway #53, East 
Ancaster, ON 
LOK 1J4 
(905) 648-2131 ext. 279 
erewhon!crown(@maccs.dess.memaster.ca 
The CROWN is published 12 times per 
academic year, It is funded by advertising 


and by the students of Redeemer College. 
You may contact the editor by calling (905) 


Letters to the editor may be mailed to 
the preceding address, mailed on campus 
via Redeemer’s inter-campus mail system 
(ICM), submitted under the door of the 
CROWN office, room 251, or e-mailed 
locally to crown 

Letters should be no longer than 200 
words, may be edited for brevity and 
clarity, and will be printed as space 
permits, No anonymous submissions 
will be published. Submissions for the 
next issue must be received by: Wednes- 
day, September 21, at 6 p.m, 

The CROWN is published by students, 
but is dedicated to the entire Redeemer 
College Community 


* March - Coach Justin Cooper wraps 
up the first season of Redeemer's 
basketball team. 


* October 31 - Publication of the first 
CROWN, edited by Harry Zantingh. 


“March - Spring Lecture Series, "The 
Challenge of Secularism." 


“# March 19 - President DeBoister 
suffers major intestinal infection 
(ulcerative colitis) and operation 
removes six feet of intestine. 


Tuition: $4,600 
Housing: $1,660 


1983 


83-84: 168 Full-time 
students 


Tultion: $7,800 
Housing: $2,360 


1984 


84-85: 210 Full-time 
students 
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CROW NS 


March 11, 1988 


NEXT ISSUE 


® Frog Week Activities 
* New Staff + Faculty 

* Polka Party 

® Adrian Plass 

* The Immigrants 

* Clubs Exhibit 

* Convocation 

* Peter Tigchelaar 
Men + Women's Soccer 


WANTED 


* Assistant Editor - 2nd or 3rd year 
interested in editing the 95-96 
CROWN 


* Soul, Body, Muse, Feature and 
News Editors - returning students to 
manage one page of each issue. 

® Advertising Manager - student 
interested in generating commissioned 
advertising for the CROWN. 

* Cartoonists and Artists 


* Layout Assistants - those interested 
in learning computer layout and/or cut 
& paste. 


* Female Cotumnist - to write a 
regular column on established topics. 


* Photographers and Developers 


SUBSCRIBE 


Parents, Alumni & 
Friends of Redeemer 


If you are interested in a CROWN 
subscription for the 1994-95 academic 
year, please send us your address. The 
cost is $15 for twelve issues. Re- 
deemer Alumni pay only $12. 


Cheques payable to: The Crown. 


Price includes Shipping & Handling, 
and all applicable taxes. Late sub- 
scriptions will automatically include 
the year's previous issues. For exam- 
ple, a November subscription will 
include all issues published in Septem- 
ber and October. Subscription ends 
April, 1995. 


REDEEMER COLLEGE 


A Capital Investment: 
Intellectual Fortitude 


by Bruce H. Bos 

Bruce Bos, one of the "pioneer" students, earned his one-year certificate from Re- 
deemer College in 1983-84. He then went on to Queen's University, and now works 
as a lawyer for the Toronto firm Holden, Day and Wilson. 

Upon graduating from Durham Christian High School in 1982, and after struggling 
with the question of what to do next, I decided to attend Redeemer College. | didn’t 
really know what Redeemer was or what it would become--I don’t think that anyone 
really did. 

In September of 1982, I discovered that Redeemer College had a small but 
dedicated Administration, few but highly qualified faculty, and ninety seven students 
who weren't really sure what they were getting into. The leap of faith evident in the 
decision of each and every member of the administration and faculty to commit 
themselves to this new venture is one which I have a greater appreciation for at this 
stage of my life than I did twelve years ago. But the thing that struck me twelve years 
ago (and I have thought about it often since that time) was the faith being displayed 
by ninety seven students who were led to Redeemer in 1982. We had other options. 
But we were led to invest our intellectual capital (not to mention our Canadian 
dollars) in Redeemer. And it was some pretty impressive capital. 

I found my time at Redeemer to be an intellectually humbling experience--a very 
good thing for me at the time. Of my eight years of post-secondary education, none 
was more intellectually stimulating or challenging than my year at Redeemer. Nor 
did I ever encounter a more stimulating or challenging group of fellow students. It 
was a wonderful community to be a part of. 

I am not unaware of the many sacrifices which were undoubtedly involved in the 
establishment and development of Redeemer. In addition to the sacrifices made by 
the Administration and members of the faculty, there were many sacrifices and efforts 
made by members and supporters of Redeemer College. Their faithfulness is demon- 
strative of the faith which lies at the heart of the Redeemer community. But it has 
always struck me that there was never a greater display of that faith and faithfulness 
than that which was exhibited by the ninety seven “pioneer” students who were led to 
a renovated public school on Hamilton’s beach strip in 1982.¥ 


Half Full or Half Empty? 


Dr. Cooper: 

Year by year we built the next year of the program. We started with a one year 
program, but at the end of that year we thought, are we going to send them away? We 
couldn't, so we made the second year and hired more faculty. Then after two years, 
we kept having identity crises. Were we a one year feeder program for McMaster? 
Were we a junior college with a two year program? Finally, in four years, we built a 
four year program from scratch. People have often wondered why we needed to start 
a Christian college in Ontario. There’s always Calvin, or the option of an affiliated 
school with a limited number of disciplines. In rough terms, let’s say there were 280 
students going to Calvin College from Ontario in 1982. Now there may be 300. And 
there are also 465 students at Redeemer. Redeemer wasn’t a cutthroat action or a 
protest movement. Clearly, there is a need for Christian higher education in Ontario. 
There are more students in Christian higher education now because we're here. 

In terms of what we started with in the charter, we had a lot of debates about 
whether the glass was half full or half empty, and we decided it was half full. We 
didn’t have the usual degree designation, but we had the legal basis on which to offer 
a solid liberal arts program from a Reformed Christian perspective. This was enough 
to get us going and it was better than nothing. To me that is Christian historical 
action. We had norms and principles, but within the historical situation we cannot 
always fully realize our principles. We had to make these judgements to start in 
obedience with what we had, and then later bring it a little closer to the norm. That is 
Christian historical political action, | would argue, and it is very satisfying to be a part 
of it.¥ 
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1982-1986 


The Incredible Years 


Rev. DeBolster: 

Another miracle that we experienced 
in those days was the renting of the 
residences for students at Beach Boul- 
evard. We needed housing for students, 
and at that time, 1982, there was just 
nothing available. The rate of vacancy 
in the Burlington and Hamilton area was 
0.03%, So we looked around, and Mary 
Verrips, another woman we had with us 
in those days, went all over the place. It 
was miraculous the way we came to the 
block of housing that we finally rented 
On the day that Mary Verrips came 
there, there was an uproar among the 
people that were living there, because the 
owner had raised the rent, and he had 
done it in such a way that these people 
said they were going to leave. The 
landlord accepted that, and suddenly two 
blocks with four apartments each became 
available to us. Incredible. We suddenly 
had a residential campus. But then we 
needed a bus, of course, and we bought 
that bus, which did us an awful lot of 
good for many years. 

* el * 

Because student enrolment began to 
grow, we were able to add faculty at 
quite a remarkable rate. There again, the 
faculty that we have all have either their 
double masters if it’s more of an applied 
field--creative writing, theatre--or their 
doctorate. Our percentage of faculty 
with doctorates is incredible compared 
with other universities. They have older 
faculties, and the requirement of a 
doctorate was not always in place in the 
sixties or seventies, but by the eighties it 
was very common. We were able to start 
later and start so that the calibre of our 
faculty really measures up very well. 

In adding faculty, we did face one 
decision, and that was whether we should 
go more with breadth or depth. For 
example, should we offer a program in 
each of the fine arts--art, music, and 
theatre--or should we concentrate on one 
or two areas? Similarly, should we offer 
all the sciences--biology, chemistry and 
physics? We opted to go more for 
breadth, and we have some programs 
with one professor supplemented with 
part-time instructors, but I think it is 
working well. * 


* January 26 - Land purchased for 
new college building in Ancaster. 

* February 25 - Re-zoning of newly 
purchased land approved by Ancaster 


* September - Redeemer College 


* September 7 - Unveiling of corner- begins classes on Ancaster Campus. 


Town Council. stone for new campus. * October 31 - New "TV Guide" 
* March 7 - Redeemer College is * October - Construction on new format adopted by the Crown. 
accepted as Provisional Member by campus begins. * November 8 - Special Convocation 
the Association for Universities and * October 28 - First Crown article for the Dedication of the Campus and 
Colleges of Canada (AUCC). mentioning Vivyan Whaley. the Conferring of Degrees. 
Tuition: $7,800 85-86: 242 Full-time Tuition: $8,440 86-87: 271 Full-time 
Housing: $2,600 students Housing: $2,820 students 
1985 1986 
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The CROWN is the Redeemer 
College student newspaper, 
designed to serve all sections 
of Redeemer College. The 


opinions expressed in this 
paper are not necessarily 
those of the student body, 
faculty, or administration. 


Che Lord 
Laughs 


Rev. DeBolster: 

Then, the facilities--the Lord must 
have been laughing. We thought that we 
had the school in Dundas. That high 
school was like a real college to us in 
those days. Had we indeed bought it, I 
don't know what would have happened 
to us. Undoubtably we would have been 
limited very much in our programs, That 
idea fell by the wayside, to our dismay. | 
remember how disappointed we were, 
but the Lord must have been laughing 
and saying, “I have something totally 
different in mind for this institution.” 

Then to get the facilities on Beach 
Boulevard, that is a whole story in itself, 
because that was under the smell of the 
steel company. We didn’t want to go 
there at first. I still remember that Dick 
Kranendonk and Arend Kersten and I 
drove down Beach Boulevard for about 
an hour, back and forth, with the window 
open, sniffing to see whether we could 
smell the steel company! We came to 
the conclusion that it wasn’t all that 
refreshing, but when we were in the 
school that we wanted to rent, we 
couldn’t smell anything. So we decided 
to go in there. And it went--we were 
okay. Not only were we okay, but we 
began to grow almost immediately. 

Now the feasibility study had said 
we would have at best fifty students in 
our first year, and at the end of our fifth 
year, hopefully about a hundred and fifty 
students. It also said that we had to 
count on being a two-year college for at 
least ten years, and then see where we 
went from there. We opened the college 
with ninety-seven students. I must give 
credit to Arend Kersten, who was our 
first recruiter. I think the fifty students 
we had were indeed in accordance with 
the feasibility study; the other forty- 
seven were the personal hard work of 
Arend Kersten. So we started with 
ninety-seven, and the second year we had 
one hundred and sixty-seven, and so we 
decided immediately to go on with a 
third year, and a fourth ¥ 
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The CROWN is funded by 
advertisements and the 
student fees of the Redeemer 
College Student Senate. 


Inquires to place 
advertisements are welcome 
ot 648-2134 Ext. 216. 


In the Days Before Archives 


Dr. Cooper: 

There’s an interesting history about 
how we came to be here in the Hamilton 
area. In the Ontario Christian College 
Association, there was quite a debate 
about whether Redeemer should be 
independent or affiliated. We looked at 
affiliation, and the two most interested 
institutions were the University of 
Waterloo and Brock University, so we 
had a Waterloo and a St. Catharines axis, 
as it were. 

That was maintained when we 
shifted from an affiliation to an inde- 
pendent strategy. We had a board 
member who worked at Stelco and he 
managed to get aroom there. We had 
this show-down meeting, and the vote as 
to whether we should go affiliated or 
independent was very close. That was 
not a clear-cut thing within the Board. 
When we decided we would go inde- 
pendent, the next question was where? 
We had a very strong support base in St. 
Catharines. In Waterloo it was less clear 
where we could be located. Finally, 
David Humphreys, a chemistry professor 
at McMaster, got us an audience with 
some high-ranking officials at McMaster 
and they showed some interest in Re- 
deemer as a one-year institution which 
would be a feeder school to bring 
students up to grade thirteen for 
McMaster. That became the compro- 
mise--to locate in Hamilton near 
McMaster--and it broke the deadlock 
between the Waterloo and St. Catharines 
axis. I look back now and see the hand 
of the Lord in that, because Hamilton is 


very central to the Golden Horseshoe. 
* * * 


The first year at Redeemer was quite 
exciting. There was a spiritual high at 
that point; there always is at the begin- 
ning of such things, as we thought, look 
at what the Lord is doing. You think 
registration now is exciting, you can’t 
believe the feeling of watching almost a 
hundred students come on that first day. 
As the faculty were coming on faith, 
look at the students who were coming on 
faith! We had a one-year program which 
was mainly the courses we put together 
that this group of cight professors were 


going to teach. The facilities were 
adequate but not ideal. But the students 
came and that was amazing. 

+ * * 

Most faculty managed to keep their 
research going right from the start, but it 
was about 1984 or 1985 that people 
began to ask for a more realistic work 
schedule. So we started sabbaticals in 
1987, one year early. That was our way 
of saying thank-you, for all the work 
they did from ’82 to ’86. From 1987 to 


1991, every faculty member who was 
eligible went on sabbatical. We were 
very proud of that. There was a great 
deal of good will and the sense of being 
looked after by the institution. Everyone 
had a scholarly project that they could 
work on. That went quite well until 
1991, when we had the financial troubles 
surrounding Brookview, and sabbaticals 
were something that were curtailed. 
We’re still working on putting those 
back in place.¥ 
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Talent Begs to Be Shared 


by Harry Zantingh 

Vol. 1, No. 1, October 31, 1983 

This is a reprint of the editorial 
published in the very first issue of the 
CROWN in 1983. Harry Zantingh is now 
the pastor of First Christian Reformed 
Church in Taber, Alberta. 

The very first issue. Wow! It has 
taken us over a year to get this far. Now 
you have in your hands the published 
work of real, living Redeemer students. 
This is quite an accomplishment, but it is 
only the beginning--I hope. 

As editor, I do have a concern which 
I would like to share with you. That 
concem is whether this newspaper will 
survive and continue to be published. | 
have this fear that the Crown will be only 
a couple of issues stored on some dusy, 
forgotten shelf in the college library. I 
am hoping that you, the students of 
Redeemer, will dispel that fear by 
supporting and contributing to the paper. 

They tell me that Redeemer has 
talen. Yes, we have our baskeball 
wizards and our star hockey players. We 
have our outstanding academic people 
with “straight A’s.” We have our great 
actors. But do we have any literary and 
artistic talent? I am almost inclined to 
say no. When | think of last year’s 
newspaper which died because of lack of 
interest and contributions, | become 
more down-hearted. There was very 
little exhibition of artistic talent (the 
emblem in the student lounge being the 
only exception and that was done by one 


person). The only writing I saw outside 
of class was the distasteful graffiti put on 
the wall by anonymous cowards. 

Where are the poets, the writers, the 
artists? Where are the people that can 
express themselves in origianl, creative 
ways? These are the people that have an 
impact on life; they are the ones who 
change the world. Is Redeemer doomed 
to be a college filled with inexpressive, 
lethargic mutes who have nothing to say? 

No, deep down, I think otherwise. | 
know that Redeemer has oodles of talent 
just waiting to be discovered. I am 
certain that there are many who will 
leave their mark in the cultural world; all 
they need is a tiny nudge, a small 
opportunity to get started. 

You have plenty of ideas but just 
haven't put them on paper, I urge you to 
pick up a pen and write. Perhaps you 
have a scrapbook full of material; share 
it and let others enjoy it as well. You 
won't regret it, and neither will the 
readers, 

Then there are those of us who love 
to talk (and I include myself). We love 
to express our opinion eloquently on 
matters of extreme importance. Perhaps 
it is time that we expound our views in a 
much more concrete way--by writing 
them down for the public to see. 

Yes, there are gifted people at 
Redeemer but talent begs to be shared. 
In fact, it is not talent unless it is shared. 
We have a newpaper now. There is an 
opportunity now, Share yourself* 


* March - Redeemer Business 
courses recognized by the Certified 
General Accountants Assoc. of 
Ontario. 

* June - Academic standing of 
Redeemer graduates recognized by 
University of Toronto. 
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Tultion: $8,440 
Housing: $2,820 


* October 8 - Redeemer becomes a 
Full Member of the AUCC, 


87-88: 280 Full-time 
students 


“February - Imported from the 
Nederlands, "Baal" (the great organ) 
is dedicated at Inaugural Concert. 


Or 


1988 


Tultion: $5,850 
Housing: $2,970 


# February - Redeemer Bookstore 
sold to private vendor. 

* April - Or. Evan Runner speaks at 
Third Graduation exercises, 


88-89: 329 Full-time 
students 
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Ancaster, Ontario 


"Green Acres" 


Rev. DeBolster: 
The next amazing thing was the new 
facilities here, the new campus, We had a 
good arrangement with the Hamilton 
School Board, and they said if anything 
became available they would let us know, 
We were growing out of the facilities 
already in 1984, and then at first they had 
a few schools for us, but they fell by the 
wayside. We didn’t know what to do. 
Then | had a phone call from an 
accountant’s office, and this particular 
gentleman said, “] would like to come 
over and meet with you because | think I 
have some kind of surprise for you. But 
before I tell you the surprise, | would like 
to meet with you and see what you're 
doing.” So he came and he said, “I have 
never heard of this institution, but now | 
see what you are trying to do. You have a 
couple of supporters who are very en- 
thused about what you are doing. They 
also know that you need money in order to 
start a new campus, and so these people 
have promised you a million dollars.” 
Now, we didn’t get it right away. That 
was a promise, but it was on the basis of 
that promise that we made our plans, and it 
was not until a year later that we did get 
the million dollars, which was a wonderful 
thing. 
a ee 

One of our supporters had offered us 
two farms here on Highway 53, close to 
where Ancaster CRC is. He was willing to 
sell them to us for very little money, and 
in those days the land around here was 
between seven and twelve thousand 
dollars an acre. He was willing to give it 
to us for $2800 an acre or so. Then on a 
Wednesday afternoon we had to meet with 
the executive in my office, and the fellows 
who later on became the project managers 
from Reinders gave us the notice that we 
could not change the zoning. We were 


pretty disappointed. But we sat down 
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together and we prayed and asked the 
Lord what would happen next. Then we 
asked the fellows from Reinders to look 
around and see what else they could find. 

On Thursday morning the first people 
they went to were the people who owned 
this land, developers who had about fifty 
thousand acres. Our project managers told 
them they were with Redeemer College 
and what they were looking for, and this 
was the remarkable thing: the developers 
said, “Now, isn’t that something, because 
it so happened that last night we had a 
mecting, and we decided to sell the land 
that we cannot develop in the next ten 
years. We have fifty acres available on 
Highway 53.” So we asked them how 
much they were asking for it. They said 
seven thousand dollars an acre, but we 
thought that was too much. These devel- 
opers needed the money, so they agreed to 
sell it for the same price they bought it for 
in 1968, which was $3500 an acre. | 
cannot find a human explanation for that 
opportunity. It was brought to us by the 
grace of God, 

Vivyan Whaley was living in the farm 
house where the President’s Residence 
now stands, and he had to leave because 
the house was on the fifty acres that we 
had bought. Whaley had twenty eight 
acres himself, had been living on this land 
since he was born, and was very much 
attached to it. We talked with him and . 
came to an agreement. If we could 
arrange for him to stay on campus as long 
as he was able to, he would sell us the land 
for the same price as the fifty acres. As 
you know, Whaley is still living on 
campus. Just to let you have a compari- 
son, in the late eighties, land around here 
was selling for a hundred thousand dollars 
an acre. That price has gone down 
somewhat, but we still have a very 
valuable property.¥ 
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Redeemer Park: 


The Slugazoic Era 


by Lloyd W. Rang, Slug-in-exile 
Lloyd Rang, a past Senate president, is 
now president of Redeemer's Alumni 
Association. He graduated in 1989 and 
is now teaching grad school in Peterbor- 
ough. 

In the year 1985 BC (before Cooper), a 
deep layer of mud covered the land upon 
which you now dwell. Certain highly 
evolved, flightless game birds ranged far 
and wide across the fields, pecking at the 
grubs that twisted about in the muddy 
soil. Then--Cataclysm. (Not the 
Heidelberg one: something more horrific 
still). Scientists have determined that the 
comet Reinders | smashed into the 
landscape near present day Ancaster 
causing massive tectonic upheavals in 
the earth’s crust. The result--a series of 
angular (if somewhat unstable) geologi- 
cal formations emerged from the muck 
and the mire. The flightless gamebirds, 
hitherto unchecked, began their slow and 
inevitable extinction. Once the volcanic 
activity abated, the curious landforms 
you see today dominated the terrain: a 
giant rock field (much like the surface of 
Mars), an uneven meadow capable of 
holding water indefinitely, a curious 
system of (drafty) warrens, and a strange 
complex very much resembling a St. 
Catharines-style strip mall. 

Soon, a wandering nomadic band of 
troglodytes moved into the area from the 
west, making the long journey up the 
escarpment with all their belongings 
upon their backs. The journey was hard 
and took most of the summer (and 
sacrifices needed to be made by all, 


especially in the first few months after 
their arrival), but there was much 
jubilation. 

Among the affable troglodytes lived 
a strange subspecies of what 
palentologists call Early Redeemerite. 
Characterized by their narrow sloping 
foreheads and their ability to sing every 
song by Chris DeBurgh, these S/ugs 
stood out from the group. Socially, they 
tended to run in a pack of seven or eight. 
They were led by one particularly 
socially maladjusted individual known 
simply as Hank the Prank. 

Once, Hank the Prank convinced the 
Slugs to steal every can opener in every 
warren in the whole settlement. This 
made the tribe very angry and they 
exacted terrible retribution upon the 
Slugs. But it made no difference. This 
band of malcontents, this throwback on 
the chart of academic development, this 
group of really naughty boys continued 
to steal paintings from tribal leaders, 
paint fire hydrants bright colours, write 
nasty (although witty) things in the 
Frown, raid warrens at all hours of the 
night, set off car horns, fill the leaders’ 
offices with air-filled rubber thingys and 
soon... 

In the year 1989 BC, the tribal elders 
sent the Slugs away, and breathed a sigh 
of relief. Chaos would end. The city 
they had built around the ruins of 
Reinders | would flourish into a serious 
society, filled with serious citizens 
engaged in serious pursuits, and maybe 
the odd game of Uno. 

How wrong they were.* 


* February - Redeemer Bookstore 


sold to private vendor. 
* September 27 - LIFT Captial 
Campaign launched. 
Tultion: $6,440 89-90: 360 Full-time 
Housing: $3,270 students 
1989 
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* February - 2,500 books backlogged 
in library and due to a lack of staff 
require a year's time to process. 


Pr 


1990 


Tuition: $6,955 
Housing: $3,475 


90-91: 408 Full-time 
students 
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Ancaster, Ontario 


Oh No! Not 
another awards 


show! 


by Stephen Altena 
Yes, that’s right, its the first annual 
Golden Coffee Mug Theatre Awards! 
But this is not just one of your 
ordinary mundane awards. These awards 
celebrate the best and most unusual 
achievements in the 12 year history of 
Redeemer. These awards show some of 
the highlights of Redeemer’s mainstage 
theatrical productions. Without any 
further song and dance, let’s begin! The 
envelope, please: 


Best First Play 


Our Town. This was the first mainstage 
produced at Redeemer’s brand new 
location on Highway 53. What better 
play to begin theatre at Redeemer with; 
it has it all: love, birth, death. Hey, this 
play covered the whole spectrum of 
existence. 


Hasty Pudding Prize 


The crew of The Madwoman of Chaillot. 
On opening night before the play began, 
actors were told not to touch the set 
because the paint was not dry. Fortu- 
nately, this was tumed into a valuable 
learning experience, and no production 
since has encountered such noteworthy 
procrastination 


Best Raving Madman 


Dennis VanStaalduinen playing the lead 
role in Henry JV. Beware this man! He 
is still lurking in the halls. After several 
years of being a student here, he is now 
posing as some sort of front-office- 
administration person. Will he ever 
leave us? (Don’t worry Dennis, we still 
love you.) 


Best Performance by 


a Faculty Member 


Prof. Plantinga in You Never Can Tell. 
Philosophy guru Prof. Plantinga gave an 
carnest and powerful performance as a 
lawyer who made his grand entrance by 
waltzing onto the stage. Apparently 
Plantinga has retired from the stage, but 
perhaps one day he will attempt a 
comeback; if the money is right, of 
course. 


* March - Pascal Centre opens. 

* June - Brookview Trust fund col- 
lapses. 

* August 12 - Peter Hoogendam 
tenders his resignation. 


Ch 
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Tultion: $4,450 
Housing: $3,250 
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Best On-Stage 


Attempted Suicide 


Jan Vanderhill in Crimes of the Heart. 
Who will ever forget the moment when 
Jan, in her flowing white dress, stuck her 
head inside the gas oven. Jan, honey, 
life isn’t that bad, is it? 


Most Flammable Set 


The set of The Tavern. The audience 
tried to ignore the out of control oil lamp 
that was hanging on the wall as its flame 
began to rise and blacken the wall. 
Fortunately, actor Rich Tomlin tured 
down the lamp before anything went up 
in flames. 


Most Deficient Props 


The burlap drops and duelling pistols in 
Nothing Sacred. The drops dropped not, 
the guns fired not. The faulty guns can 
especially make for a long moment on 
stage. Being an actor victimized by such 
a difficult prop, I refuse to audition for 
any play that calls for firing guns on 
stage. (Being the assistant stage man- 
ager, | refuse to participate in another 
production that calls for dropping drops 
on stage. V.L.) 


Best Hair 


The notable coifs in Vartuffe. My ladies, 
and especially gentlemen, what big hair 
you have! Those 18th century wigs can 
be a real personality changer, if you ask 
me. 


Worst Dressed 


Lori Pegg in Guest Artist, It seemed 
even Lori’s character was shocked to 
discover the colour of dress she was 
wearing, “Peach! They buried me in 
peach?!” Immortal lines, definitely. 

Unfortunately there is neither space 
nor time enough to recount every memo- 
rable event that has occurred on stage 
over the years, but hopefully we have 
touched on enough of the excitement and 
sometimes unexpected things that can 
pop up in any Redeemer production. 
Beware of upcoming productions, where 
in the world of theatre, anything can 
happen. And sometimes usually does. 
(Next mainstage show: Pericles; Prince 
of Tyres [vroom, vroom!], copyright 
Prof. R. Louter, 1994.)* 


91-92: 482 Full-time 
students 
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Art History 101 


by Michelle ter Haar 

The Art Department at Redeemer 
College is not what it used to be. I know 
that this comes as a shock to many of 
you, but it’s a true and factual statement. 
You may be interested, even dismayed, 
to know that of the twelve original 
disciplines of study at Redeemer, Art 
was not one of them. It was, however, 
on the top of the list of proposed courses 
and I like to believe that this was not 
solely because “Art” begins with an “A.” 

By Redeemer’s second year of 
operation, Art was already the leading 
discipline in Redeemer’s Calender. 
Students could now pursue a six course 
minor in Art, provided they take two 
courses at McMaster University. In 
subsequent years, a major came to 
fruition and for a period of time, there 
was a teacher’s major and teacher’s 
minor. Today, the Art Department sports 
a general major and two minors, one 
with an Art History concentration. It has 
also became possible to attain a major or 
minor in Art at Redeemer without having 
to take courses at another university. 

To babble on about courses is fine, 
but who were and are the wonderful 
people who took on the demanding task 
of making the Art Department what it is 
today? Well, a large portion of this task 
was taken on by a woman who refers to 
her daughter as “The Blonde Bomb _ 
Shell.” If her daughter is a bomb shell, 
then one can only guess as to the energy 
that Dr. Mary Leigh Morbey must have. 

Starting out as a part time instructor, 
Dr. Morbey slowly, and with the help of 
other part time instructors over the years, 
such as Irene Keesmat, Jan de Hammer, 
Gerard Pas and Betty Spackman worked 
on building the Art Department to make 
it what it is today. As far as I can tell, 
the first ever Art Exhibition went on 
display in the halls of Redeemer’s first 
location, the Beach Boulevard building, 
in March of 1985. Visual Art Experience 
85 consisted of works by students and 
those in the surrounding community. It 
was met with an overall positive reaction 
and led to some discussion on the issue 
of the portrayal of nudes in art. In 
anticipation of the show, Sylvia de Jong 
(now Sylvia Keesmat-de Jong), a student 
and Crown reporter at the time, wrote, 
“Redeemer looks forward to seeing in the 
hallways some artwork other than 
Professor Plantinga’s ties” (“Redeemer 
Will Hold Art Show,” the CROWN, Vol. 
2, No. 2). 

Since then, Redeemer College has 
hosted many more art shows, both of 
student works as well as artists from the 
community, During the Beach Boul- 
evard days, another exhibition of artists 
in the community was held and a two 
women show, “Fantasy - Imagination in 
Flight” by Nancy-Lou Patterson and 
Susan D. Shanty was displayed. 

In 1986, the Redeemer College 
building as we know it today was built. 


* September - Redeemer College 
10th Anniversary Celebrations 

* April - Student Senate declares 
renewed confidence in Administration 
after collapse of Trust Fund. 


Or 


1992 


Tultion: $5,450 
Housing: $3,700 


During the Fine Arts week of March, 
1987, the new building’s halls housed 
paintings and woodcuts by Chris Stoffel 
Overvoorde of Calvin College’s Art 
Department. Today, some of these very 
same works hang in the main lobby of 
the College, so while on your way to 
class, or while stopping in for a visit to 
Redeemer, I encourage you to take some 
time and enjoy them. 

With the growth of the College, 
came more prestigious exhibitions, such 
as Hommage a Sennggin: A Retrospec- 
tive of Henk Krijger in North America, 
curated by Jan de Bree of the Nether- 
lands, in January, 1989. This show was 
noted for dealing with the relationship 
between faith and art, a question that was 
dealt with back then and one which is 
still dealt with at Redeemer today. 

It is refreshing to note that not every 
artist that has shown in Redeemer 
College has come from the Dutch 
Christian community. In January, 1993, 
Deeds Abstracts, by the late and well 
known Canadian artist Greg Curnoe, 
went on display. This exhibition, 
comprised of vivid colour and text, was 
to stretch the boundaries of what many 
thought art to be. 

Redeemer has also had its share of 
controversy with respect to both courses 
offered in the Art Department and 
exhibitions. Since the outset of the 
department, the issue of how to deal with _ 
nudity in a his tant ab pis 
that came to a boil in the 1989-1990 
school year. The controversy surrounded 
whether or not the College should 
employ nude models to pose for the Life 
Drawing Class. Many students in the Art 
Department felt that their learning was 
being compromised by having to draw 
pictures of models who wore shorts and a 
tank top. There was a lot of writing back 
in forth in The Crown and much discus- 
sion throughout the College, but in the 
end, the clothes stayed on. From time to 
time this issue resurfaces, but for now, 
art students have to content themselves 
with portfolios that can be entitled, “My 
Redeemer College Swimsuit Issue.” 

Controversy once again flared its 
head (or bared its bottom) over the 
content of art works by artist George 
Langbroek, which were displayed in 
November, 1993. The exhibition, which 
was hailed by some and attacked by 
others, was almost closed early. In any 
case, it spurred quite a few debates over 
how the human body should be por- 
trayed. 

There have been many other exhibi- 
tions and developments in the Art 
Department worthy of note, but I'd rather 
not write a book. You'll just have to 
take it upon yourself to make a new 
friend in the Art Department. I've heard 
that you can get those artsies into great 
discussions over a bowl of spicy fries in 
the cafeteria ¥ 


92-93; 431 Full-time 
students 
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* September - Major writing cam- 
paign to David Cooke, Minster of 
Education and Training, for regular 
degree granting status. 

* October - Redeemer's electrical 
supply knocked down by a squirrel. 


Or 


1993 


Tuition: $5,890 
Housing: $3,900 


by Mike Brinkman 

Science has been an integral part of the 
Redeemer College curriculum from the 
beginning. The science division’s first 
permanent faculty were Dr. W, van Dijk 
and Dr, J, van der Meer 

Dr. van der Meer has vivid recollec- 
tions of setting up the courses and the 
labs, recounting tales of chaos and 
shoestring budgets . . . the pioneering 
adventure of starting a new college from 
scratch. He had his table stacked with 
catalogues of scientific equipment at one 
end of the building, and the single phone 
was at the other, making communication 
very difficult. It also turns out that no 
provision had been made for a lab 
instructor, something hastily rectified by 
the addition of Ted Vellinga to the 
faculty. Mr. Vellinga had earlier been 
asked by the Dutch government to start 
up medical laboratories after the war, out 
of the rubble. 

Here at Redeemer College, Mr. 
Vellinga's experience in doing a lot with 
few resources was put to excellent use in 
equipping the professors here with the 
necessary lab equipment for students' 
experiments. Dr. van der Meer remem- 
bers fondly how Mr. Vellinga was a “gift 
from heaven” as they borrowed equip- 
ment from multiple places in Hamilton, 
and put them together “in ways you 
wouldn't believe.” But, it always 
worked. 

Dr. van Dijk remembers the facili- 
ties at the Beach Boulevard location; all 
the labs were held in a single classroom 
in the refurbished elementary school. 
The equipment was stored in the coat 
closet always found in the back of such 
rooms, and there were no preparation 
rooms, Presently, there are four lab 
rooms in this building, and three prepara- 
tion rooms, And, there is even a green- 
house made fully operational by the 
generosity of Mrs. Chiang and several 
students. 

The computer facilities were at first 
composed of Commodore PETs, which 
are even older and less powerful than 
VIC 20s. This may seem dated, but the 
University of Waterloo was still working 
with them as well. The arrival of the 
first VAX minicomputer for the adminis- 
tration was a welcome addition in 1985, 

Doctor Brouwer joined the faculty 
that year, to teach chemistry and delight 


his students with explosions and other 
wonders. 


In 1986, Redeemer moved to its 
present location. That was also the year 
that the first students went to Au Sable 
Institute in Michigan to take courses in 
biology. 

Equipment in the school is continu- 
ally being upgraded. A lot of second 


# Redeemer College deciares itself 
an Independent State: the Federal 
Republic of Redeemer College 
(FRRC). Internal dissent and violence 
quickly suffocate the newly-found 
Republic, forcing Redeemer to revoke 
its earlier secession. 


93-94: 443 Full-time 
students 


ee February 18, 


hand equipment finds itself in the 
capable hands of our professors and 
students, Redeemer is now well 
equipped with such equipment as flame 
spectrophotometers, gas chromatography 
machines, and other impressively named 
equipment 

An important development in the 
Reformed study of science was the 
establishment of the Pascal Centre in 
1989, followed by its inaguration in 
1991. It is a centre dedicated to the 
study of the interaction of faith and 
science from a Christian perspective. It 
is directed by Dr. van der Meer, although 
many people within and outside the 
college contribute 

Professors Chiang and Chiang came 
in 1991, and brought with them the first 
Rhodnius prolixis on June 7, 1991, with 
the first hatchlings in August. This 
insect is the basis of the first research 
paper based entirely on scientific re- 
search done at Redeemer. Just this 
month, Dr. Chiang was pleased to report 
the acceptance of a paper done by his 
wife and him. 

Also arriving with the Rhodnius 
were the first pair of rabbits, Moonlight 
and Star, These rabbits have since 
retired, with one of them netting a brief 
theatrical performance this past year 
before permanent retirement. 

Lab instructor Ron van der Heiden 
came in ’86. Dr. Howe came in ’91 and 
Professor Vreugdenhil in ‘93. Professors 
Vandermeulen and Connor are the latest 
additions to the faculty. 

The amount of work put into study- 
ing and research by the professors here 
leads to a stream of papers written by the 
faculty. This striving for academic 
excellence has also paid off for Re- 
deemer students. Almost from the 
beginning, science and math students 
have been able to go to many other 
institutions to continue their education. 
Graduates of Redeemer programs have 
gone on to do work on Masters degrees 
at such places as the University of 
Calgary, the University of Alberta, 
Lakehead University, the University of 
Toronto, the University of Waterloo, 
McMaster University, and the University 
of Ottawa. Others have transferred after 
a few years at Redeemer and received 
credit at Calvin College, Queen's 
University, and the University of Guelph, 
as well as other places. For the future, 
the list of places that recognize Re- 


deemer College courses and degrees 
seems to be growing. * 


The author would like to thank Dr. van 
Dijk, Dr. van der Meer, Dr. Chiang and Dr. 
Brouwer for their assistance. Any errors or 
omissions are my responsibility. 


* February - Dr. Justin Cooper, Vice- 
President of Academics, declared 
President of Redeemer College 
commencing July 1. 

#* July 1 - President DeBolster Retires 
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Tultion: $8,440 
Housing: $2,820 
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A ROYAL 
SUCCESS 


by Aaron Harnden 

The Redeemer College Royals are a 
force to be reckoned with. Take a look 
for yourself in the gymnasium. Several 
banners display glorious moments from 
our school’s past athletic successes 

Although our school competes with 
colleges up to ten times our size, we 
showcase tremendous talents that 
amalgamate into championship or near 
championship teams. Take our women's 
soccer team from last year, for example 
They had a national ranking of seventh 
In fact, two members of the team are all- 
time scoring champions for their Ontario 
division. Tracy Vandijk is second 
overall with her 24 goals in 4 years of 
play, and Patti Masengi booted in 13 
goals in only 2 seasons to place sixth 
Honourable mention also goes to the 
men’s soccer phenom, Terry Talsma, 
who ranks seventh overall in men’s play 

The women’s indoor soccer team has 
also been very strong. They brought 
home the 1991 Gold Medal and captured 
the Bronze in last season's tournament 

Volleyball has brought many thrills 
to Redeemer fans. The ladies dominated 
the scene in the late "80s, winning the 
Gold and Silver back-to-back. Betty 
Steenbeek (Redeemer athletic staff) was 
an integral part of this team. In the 
1992-93 season, it was the men’s turn to 
shine. A large, enthusiastic crowd of 
pot-bangers, horn-blowers, and foot 
stompers cheered the star-studded team 
to a silver medal. 

One must also remember the many 
club team successes that Redeemer has 
enjoyed. Women’s club volleyball has 
brought home numerous medals from 
tournament successes. The men’s 
basketball team has also done well for 
itself, winning the championship in the 
past two seasons. 

Hockey, although away from league 
play in the past couple of years, has been 
a very dominant champion. Redeemer 
has won the Niagara Christian Hockey 
League four times and has defeated a 
much larger Calvin College, thanks in 
part to the legendary Steve DeBoer and 
Rick Shenk. 

Although we have a small school, 
there is no doubt that bigger doesn’t 
always mean better. It’s the little guy, 
with all the hard work, determination, 
and coaching that gives Redeemer its 
success, We have made and will con- 
tinue to make an impact in Ontario 
College athletics, ¥ 
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The CROWN 5s the Redeemer College 
student newspaper, designed to serve 
all divisions of Redeemer College 
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My Years at 
Redeemer 
College 


by Helen Vreugdenhil 

During her years at Redeemer, Helen 
Vreugdenhil wrote for the CROWN, served 
on Student Council, and sang in the choir. 
She graduated in 1987 and is presently a 
PhD candidate of British History 
Although it has been seven years since | 
graduated from Redeemer College, my 
memories of the time | spent there are still 
very clear, probably because of the 
important effect that they had on my life. 

I think many people feel that way about 
their university years, but it may be an 
even stronger feeling for those of us who 
chose Redeemer College, because of its 
small size and its recent inception. Going 
to a small college such as Redeemer meant 
feeling involved in it from the very 
beginning. It was impossible to get lost, 
even if one had wanted to. 

When I arrived at Redeemer in the fall 
of 1983, there were fewer than two 
hundred students. For all four of the years 
that | was there | felt as if each semester 
was anew beginning. Every semester 
there were new instructors or professors 
and there were new courses. | think that 
about half of the courses that | took in my 
years there were being taught for the first 
time. Some of them were never taught 
again. While some of these brand new 
courses were a disappointment (because in 
the crunch the instructors were unable to 
meet the demands of a far too ambitious 
syllabus), others were exciting and 
stimulating, as small class sizes--four or 
five students--meant great discussions and 
personal attention in class, as well as field 
trips and dinners with professors outside 
of the classroom 

Academic challenges aside, those 
years at Redeemer were full of other kinds 
of change. Each year | was there | lived in 
a different place. The College was 
operating out of rented facilities on Beach 
Boulevard during those years, and was 
constantly scrambling to find accommoda- 
tions for the students. The first year I 
lived in one of a number of townhouses 
being rented in a complex on Francis Road 
in Burlington. The units were made to 
house ten people cach, and at times that 
seemed like far too many. | did not know 
any of my housemates that first year, but 
quickly became friends with them, and 
one of the things | still treasure about my 
years at Redeemer is the close friendships 
I developed. | am still good friends with 
two of those women, and keep in touch 
with nearly all the rest. As well, since so 
many of the units were lived in by Re- 
deemer students, the parking lot was our 


playground, and I made friends with 
others in the units nearby. Many of my 
closest friends are people | met there on 
Francis Road. 

The second year I lived in the east end 
of Hamilton, at the other end of Beach 
Boulevard, where the College rented more 
townhouses on Quigley Road. There were 
fewer students there than in Burlington, 
and | think that all of us there felt a bit of 
resentment at being so far away from our 
friends and colleagues, but being in 
Hamilton itself had its advantages. We 
were on the bus routes now and we began 
to get to know the city. Saturdays were 
often spent in the library at McMaster, and 
the downtown area began to seem more 
familiar. These are some of the reasons 
my roommate and I decided to live off 
campus the following year. The college 
was increasingly unable to find accommo- 
dations for the growing number of 
students, and upper year students were 
encouraged to look elsewhere. We joined 
a large number of students in moving out 
on our own. My older brother was a 
student at McMaster at the time, and the 
three of us found a great place in down- 
town Hamilton. It remains the best 
apartment I have ever lived in--and in the 
last seven years in Toronto I have moved 
around a bit. My roommate and I were 
both taking courses at McMaster as well as 
at Redeemer and felt very cosmopolitan. 
Living in that part of Hamilton, I devel- 
oped an affection for old city neighbour- 
hoods that has grown since--I cannot 
imagine living in a suburb again. 

Third year was also exciting because 
of developments at Redeemer. This was 
before the recession, and due to a large 
donation and banks eager to lend money, 
work was begun that year on the perma- 
nent campus. We used to drive out to 
Ancaster on Sunday afternoons to climb 
around on the construction site. It was 
incredible that it was actually finished 
enough that we could begin our fourth and 
last year there. It took some discussion to 
decide to move onto that campus, but the 
College was now in the position of 
moving students into the many residence 
units that had been built. My brother was 
getting married and wanted the apartment 
for himself and his wife, so in my fourth 
year | lived in the fourth different place-- 
in the townhouse residences that the 
College had built in Ancaster, | was glad 
that | was still taking two courses at 
McMaster each semester though; my one 
regret about the campus location is that it 
has removed students so far from the 
interesting parts of Hamilton. That year 
there was a fairly large distance between 
students who had been on “the Beach” and 
those who were new to the Ancaster 
campus, a distance which the veterans did 
little to bridge. It was a division which 
time alone was going to remove. 


digging up 


the past 


A Short History 
of Prof Quotology 


compiled by Scott Zylstra 


10. “I’ve got to sort out my head which 
is still loaded.” 
--Prof. Morbey (ART 103, 1992) 
9. “Now we ought to do something 
serious. Let’s pray.” 
--Prof. Loney (ENG. 345, 1989) 
8. “I know it’s hard to get back into the 
swing of things, so what we’re going 
to do... we're going to talk about 
sex.” 
~—Prof. Feichtinger (PSY. 225, 1991) 


7. “I don’t have it in my head right 
now, but if you want it I can get it.” 
--Prof. Louter (THR. 225, 1992) 
6. “It’s all French to me.” 
--Prof. Wolters, (unknown, 1993) 


5. “At this time we begin to see the 
formation of towns in Medieval 
Europe. This point will become 
more relevant in a year or so.” 

_ =Prof. Ellens, (HIS. 103, 1989) 

4. “Auto theft is kind of a past-time in 
the British Isles.” 

--Prof. MacLarkey, (SOC. 241, 1991) 

3. “God only asks for 10% of our 
income. The government asks for a 
lot more!” 

--Prof. Haas, (REL. 245, 1991) 

2. “I’ve got a recording stuck in my 
ear!” 

--Prof. Teeuwsen, (Choir, 1992) 

l. “Try not to nod off. I promise I 


won't take very long.” 
--Prof. Loney, (ENG. 345, 1989) 


i. 
i\ o 


A Short History 
of Dorm 


Quotology 


compiled by Scott Zylstra 
10. “Drooling: It’s a male thing to do.” 
--Andrew DeBoer, (Dorm 36, 1991) 
9. “When you see a guy wearing 
spandex all you can think is, 
wow, is he gifted!!” 
--Kevin DeRaaf, (Dorm 19, 1989) 
8. “How tall is a five foot tree?” 
--Meredith Dykstra, (Dorm 18, 1991) 
7. “Simon is pretty cute, eh? Too bad 
he’s pre-sem.” 


--Overheard, 1992 
6. “We'll put a list on the fridge and 
hang it up with maggots.” 
--Grace Haveman, (Dorm 29, 1992) 
5. “How do you backwash an icecube?” 
--Deb Dumouchel, (Dorm 14, 1991) 
4. “Just put that in your pope and smike 
a 
--Elaine Hosmar, (Dorm 28, 1989) 
3. “Men are just women gone wrong.” 
--Ray Kuyvenhoven, (Apt. 103, 1991) 
2. “Where's Cathy? Oh, she’s at a 


volley ball rehearsal.” 
--Carolyn Stronks, (Dorm 29, 1989) 


. “Oh, Get your chest off of me!” 
--Patsy Vangurp, (Dorm 32, 1991) 


OLOONIEO 


Hey Jimmy O. 


—— 


My plans are looking open. 
Come on downtown tonight. 
‘til I die, L.L. 


Although we were frustrated with 
some of the construction delays--the last 
group of units, one of which I lived in, did 
not get phones for two months--we were 
also enchanted by the new facilities, and 
the endless amount of space. It was 
almost like starting over again, trying to 
find where friends were hanging out and 
where professors’ offices were, The really 
enjoyable part about living on campus was 
being able to visit back and forth at any 
time of the day or night. We had never 
had that, even back on Francis Road, 
because there had always been a divide 


between where we lived and where our 
classes met. 

I have spent seven years at the 
University of Toronto, completing a 
Master’s degree and working on a PhD, 
but as I near the end of my time here, I 
realize that little about this institution has 
had the kind of effect on me that Re- 
deemer College has. | am glad, for all 
kinds of reasons, that | chose to spend the 
years there that | did. The memories are 
not all good, but the influence of the 
people and the places will always be with 


me.* 


# May - Alison and Cari graduate. 


® August - Alison gets married, Carl 
doesn''t. 
Tuition: $15,450 
t¥, Housing: $6,800 
1995 
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# Winnings from Ben VanArragon’s 
lawsuit cover former Redeemer 
student OSAP debts. 


95-96: 97 Full-time 
students 


a May 2000 - Concert Choir tours 
Eastern Europe. Dr. Bert flies Lear 
Jet. 

* 2007 - Projected date for elimina- 
tion of present debt-load. Right. 


fh 


2000s 


* 2014 - Dennis VanStaalduinen 
becomes Redeemer’'s 3rd President. 
#2050 - Redeemer still not fully 
linked into the Internet. 
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